NOAA Oil Spill workshop

April 20, 2011

Dr. Moby Solangi:

AL

· Just after the Oil Spill began, Louisiana suspended the shrimping rules in hopes to recover some of the monetary losses.  Shortly after the first major sea turtle stranding event, there was speculation that these turtles may have died (drowned?) as a result.  Do you have any evidence from your necropsies to support such claims?

NOAA veterinarians conducted the majority of the sea turtle necropsies performed after the spill began and concluded that the majority of the deaths were caused by fisheries interactions. 

· Are almost all of the rescued animals in the Gulf transported to IMMS and/or accounted for in your counts?

IMMS live and dead marine mammals in the states of MS, AL and eastern LA. We also respond to live and dead sea turtles in the state of MS. AL has its own sea turtle response program but lacks the facilities and experienced personal to rehabilitate live stranded sea turtles. Therefore, IMMS also receives live sea turtles from AL. 

· Marine life that lives in the Gulf, but breeds in Mexico – Did the big oil spill that took place in Mexico many years ago (Ixtoc – ed.) affect their reproduction? What do you predict for these marine lives today in the Gulf?

I am unaware of any conclusive studies regarding that spill and the abundance or reproduction of sea turtles. Nevertheless, studies are being planned to monitor the effect of oil on species in the Gulf of Mexico that have been affected by the BP oil spill.

· Were the recent large numbers of juvenile bottlenose deaths related to the oil impacts? How about the more recent sea turtle mortalities?  Where do you stand on the cold snap in winter of 2010-2011 vs the oil spill attributed to the dolphin deaths? 

IMMS is currently assisting NOAA in the investigation of dolphin strandings in early 2011. However, NOAA is conducting ALL analyses of tissues which are needed to determine if oil could be a factor in these deaths. The results from these analyses have not been released by NOAA.

· Of the 99% marine animals rehabilitated at IMMS successfully also released? If so, where?

Almost all of the sea turtles rehabilitated at IMMS have been released. There are still a few animals being treated for various conditions but we hope to release all of them as soon as they are medically cleared. Sea turtles have been released in MS and FL. Twelve of these were satellite tagged and can be tracked on the IMMS website www.imms.org.

FL:

· Dr. Solongi mentioned a federal report that will be released, when will this report be released?

The cause of mortality will be determined by NOAA and that report has not yet been released.

· Any influx of financial resources to help the future of IMMs as a result of your good work?

During the spill, many people donated items and money to aid in our relief efforts. NOAA provided freezer storage for carcasses and BP provided protective gear and other supplies needed for removing oil from animals. We also received donations from large fundraising organizations to purchase medical equipment. BP has pledged funds to conduct research on the oil spill, marine life, and the environment for the next 10 years.

LA:


Bossier:

· With your 99% success rate, how many animals did IMMS save/rescue?

In 2010, IMMS rescued over 50 sea turtles and more than 40 of those animals have been released back into the wild.

Baton Rouge:

· You mentioned a 99% success rate. Was it (success rate) just for turtles? I have heard that birds do not rehabilitate as well as other groups of animals.
IMMS only handled sea turtles and marine mammals during the oil spill. The success rate that I mentioned was for rescued sea turtles only. I do not know the success rate for birds. 

· Can we have access to the website to track the turtles?  What is the URL?
http://www.imms.org/satellite_tracking_home.php 

· Have they discovered what caused the over 400 dolphin deaths this year?
NOAA is conducting the investigation and has not yet released any results.

New Orleans:

MS:


Biloxi:

· Is there an estimate of the current Kemp’s Ridley populations?  And, if so, what percent of that population has been affected?  There has been no studies completed on the abundance of Kemp’s Ridley populations.

There have been no recent studies completed on the abundance of Kemp’s ridley populations. However, in 2003, 3,600 female turtles nested at Rancho Nuevo, Mexico one of the only nesting beaches in the world.

· Is the dead zone related to this oil spill?  No it is not.  The dead zone will be in effect for many yrs. and will continue as long as the MS River flows.

No it is not. The Dead zone is the result of agricultural and industrial runoff from the Mississippi River which causes hypoxic (low oxygen) conditions in the water column and cannot support life. The dead zone will affect the area for many years and will continue as long as the Mississippi River flows.
Jackson:

· Have seen news of fish washing up on the shore… is this related to the oil spill?  

Some fish deaths may be caused by the oil spill but without testing there is no way for us to know. This year we saw another phenomenon of a large (80% babies) number of dolphins washing ashore. Most of these infants were aborted. A dolphins gestation is 12 months and they are routinely born in March, April, & May. We are still running tests on the dead dolphins through necroscopy. The oil spill is one consideration, environmental issues, toxins, and other reasons are being investigated regarding the dolphin deaths. The difficulty in investigating a dead animal is the corpse is decomposed and you have to put “bits and pieces” together. There were no turtles or birds during the dolphin episode. During March, there were a large number of turtles stranded (dead) in the last 30 days.

· Were the released animals tagged so their future movements and problems could be traced and documented?  - 6 Kemp’s Ridley turtles tagged w/ satellite…battery life 120 days.  Were other species tagged?

No other species were tagged. The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle is the most endangered sea turtle in the Gulf. This is a pioneering study to give us insight into the movement patterns of these sea turtles. Virtually nothing is known about Kemp’s ridleys in Mississippi which makes this study crucial to determining the success of their recovery in the aftermath of the oil spill. 

· Who is looking at the accumulation of oil residues and/or dispersants in the sediments of the shore and in the floor of the Gulf?  How does this impact the future generations of microorganisms? 

Many organizations from all five coastal states are working on this issue. BP has promised funds to study the area for the next 10 years.

· How different are the chemical composition of dispersants?

They are very different than the oil.

· If there have been 8 different episodes of dispersants use in the Gulf, how do the quantities and types of dispersants used compare?

Very little information is available on the affects of dispersants on marine life and for the first time in history a very large quantity was used to combat an oil spill.

Oxford:

· Is there any outreach in N. MS or maybe could they come into the coast?  

IMMS conducts outreach activities along the MS coast and the educational programming at CMER, run by Dr. Sharon Walker, is outstanding. We welcome visitors and school groups from all across the state.

· Were sea otters affected by any of the damages caused by the oil spill?

There are no sea otters in the Gulf of Mexico. River otters inhabit the coastal marsh areas along the northern Gulf and are occasionally seen swimming in Gulf waters for short periods of time. It is possible that river otters could have been affected once the oil entered marsh areas. 

· Of the deceased dolphins and manatees found, what did your research tell you about their cause of death?  Was it oil related?  If so, how?

The animals were not visually oiled but without results from the tissue analyses there are no mechanism to determine if oil had any effect on the animal. NOAA is analyzing the results.

· Will the dispersants keep the oil from naturally breaking down?

Not to my knowledge. Dispersants are used to help in the biodegradation of oil.

· How much money has been invested in the research for oil spills and who funds this?

BP has promised to invest 500 million dollars in research over the next 10 years.

· What is the normal life span of sea turtles?

NOAA reports the lifespan of sea turtle species to be unknown but other sources say that most species live between 30 and 100 years. This ranges according to species, environment, and other factors. 
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