
Sargassumin the 
northern Gulf of Mexico

Dr. Frank Hernandez, Jr.

30 April 2011



What is Sargassum?

ÅάDǳƭŦ ²ŜŜŘέ

ÅBrown algae (seaweed)

ÅOnly two species that are entirely pelagic

ïSargassum natans (90%)

ïSargassum fluitans (10%)

ÅAir bladders

NOAA

http://www.tamug.edu/rooker/coastal.html

al.com



Where is Sargassum?

άǎŀǊƎŀŎƻέ Ґ ƎǊŀǇŜ (Portuguese)



Where else ?
www.sargassum.org



SargassumάŦƻǊƳǎέ

NOAA

www.aslo.org

NOAA

www.aslo.org

Weed Lines

Clumps

Mats



Deepwater Horizon oil spill

Blair Witherington

NOAA

Blair Witherington

Carolyn Cole

Carolyn Cole



LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŀǿŜŜŘ
Bryozoans

Barnacles

Hydroids

www.mbari.org



άhōƭƛƎŀǘŜέ 
organisms

Sargassumfish

Sargassum pipefish

Slender Sargassum shrimp

Sargassum nudibranch



Planehead filefish

NOAA

Family Monacanthidae

άƳƻƴƻǎέ Ҍ άŀƪŀƴǘƘŀέ

άƻƴŜ ƘƻǊƴέ



Sargassumfish

Histrio histrio

άƘƛǎǘǊƛƻƴƛŎǳǎέ

άŀŎǘƻǊέ

! ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ άŀƴƎƭŜǊέ ŦƛǎƘ

Ilium



Fish love flotsam !

johnhrand.blogspot.com

/www.alexhofford.com

/www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

al.com



Feeding grounds for adult fish

Carey Chen

mahi mahi

Don Ray blue marlin

STANLEY MELTZOFF bluefin tuna



Nursery area for larvae and juveniles

Sailfish

Billfish

Eel

Flyingfish

Halfbeak

Mahi Mahi
http://anotheca.com



Sargassum Project

Plankton nets

Longline
fishing

Lab
experiments

ROV Survey
(Remotely Operated Vehicle)


