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Marine Animals Inhabiting the  
Gulf of Mexico 

Threatened Loggerhead Sea Turtle 

Protected Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin 

Endangered Manatee The Gulf of Mexico is home to many endangered, 
threatened and protected species of marine 

mammals and turtles.  Large numbers of these 
marine animals were found sick, injured, or dead 

in the months after the oil spill. 



Sea Turtle 
Deaths 

In 2010, IMMS 
responded to 299 

dead sea turtles and 
rescued and 

rehabilitated 70 live 
sea turtles. 



Animal Rescue & 
Response 

Stranded Manatee 

Stranded Dolphin Calf 

Rescued Juvenile Dolphin 
under rehabilitation  

In 2010, after the oil 
spill, IMMS responded 

to over 460 dead 
marine animals 

including: manatees, 
dolphins, and sea 

turtles. 



Scientific Investigation 

IMMS veterinarians, Dr. Kaletch and Dr. Chevis, along with Dr. Moby Solangi, 
Director of IMMS, perform a necropsy on baby dolphin found stranded on the 

beach in February 2011. 



Cleaning 
Oiled Sea 
Turtles 



Habitat Disruption 
Fish hook 

In 2010, 70 live 
sea turtles were 

found sick or 
injured in the MS-

AL area.  This 
endangered 

YŜƳǇΩǎ wƛŘƭŜȅ ǎŜŀ 
turtle was caught 
on a fish hook in 

MS. 



Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation 

Senator Wicker along 
with his wife, Gayle, 

watch IMMS 
veterinarian and 

training staff perform 
medical procedures 
ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ YŜƳǇΩǎ 

Ridley sea turtle. 



Sea Turtle Release in nGOM 



Satellite 
Tracking & 
Research 

{ƛȄ YŜƳǇΩǎ wƛŘƭŜȅ ǎŜŀ 
turtles were released 
in November 2010 

with Satellite Tracking 
Tags.  This pioneering 
study will help IMMS 
scientists and others 

better understand sea 
turtles of GOM.  
Follow them at 
www.imms.org 
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Continuing Threats: DEAD ZONE 
over ~10,000 square miles of area 
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